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3. — A Good Fight, and other Tales. By Charles Reade, Author 
of " Love me Little, Love me Long," " Peg Woffington," etc., etc. 
With Illustrations. New York : Harper and Brothers. 1859. pp.341. 

The first of these tales occupies the principal portion of the volume, 
is told with great spirit, and illustrated with pictures that remind us of 
the delightful books of our childhood, in which the ruffians who led 
away the babes in the wood, or the giants whom the redoubtable cham- 
pion Jack overcame, were portrayed in heavy black lines and magni- 
fied proportions. The story smacks throughout of the lively romance 
of the Middle Age, and is seasoned with adventures in abundance. 
The characters are individualized most successfully, and impress the 
reader with all the prejudices and prepossessions the author could de- 
sire. The wicked Burgomaster, the mean and pitiful brothers, the 
pale-faced cripple, the strong-armed dwarf, and the stalwart huntsman 
pass and repass with dramatic vivacity. The careful house-mother 
vibrates between her contradictory impulses, the hero wins our hearts 
by his talents and generosity ; but a foul stain on the else noble and 
charming Margaret robs her at the last of the respect and sympathy 
which have all along been growing for her, and compels us to close 
with unqualified disgust a story for the most part wonderfully beautiful 
and fascinating. 

The " Autobiography " which follows is strangely dull for Mr. Reade. 
The " Jack of all Trades," however, effaces the impression, and is quite 
unique in plot and interest. Mdlle. Djek is a heroine of the Lucrezia 
Borgia style, and plays her elephantine part admirably. In spite of 
our sympathy with her victims, we shiver with her in her needed chas- 
tisement, and mourn her untimely fate. 



4. — True Womanhood: a Tale. By John Neal. Boston: Ticknor 
and Fields. 1859. pp. 487. 

After a long silence Mr. Neal reappears before the public as a 
novelist, and the hand of welcome will no doubt be held out to him by 
those who knew him through " the doings of his earlier manhood." 
The years which have passed have brought some change in the manner 
of his expression, but still more in the direction of his thought. In the 
present volume the romantic is made subordinate to the religious ele- 
ment, and the author's own type of religious belief and feeling is pre- 
dominant throughout. The scene is laid in New York during the great 
revival of the winter of 1857 - 58, and much use is made of the well- 
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known incidents of that time. The author shows his own warm sym- 
pathy with the religious excitement which then swept over a large part 
of the Christian world, by repeating many of the arguments by which 
it was urged and vindicated, and by bringing nearly all of his dramatis 
persona under its influence. The whole story is marked with a devout 
intention, and will for this reason be read with interest by a class in the 
community that generally eschew novels. 

The plot turns upon a package of forged bank-notes, which, passing 
through the hands of a most worthy gentleman, expose him to be tried 
for forgery. Having received them from a deceased brother-in-law, he 
determines to stand the trial, in the hope that he may be able to exoner- 
ate himself without involving the name of the guilty person. The 
denouement, however, explains the whole transaction, and places the 
crime and the shame on a third party, with whom neither the courts of 
justice nor the reader have any personal acquaintance. The "true 
womanhood " of the story culminates in the niece of the accused, who, 
although forced to be the principal witness against him, turns public 
opinion in his favor by her dignity and discretion, before the evidence 
for the defence is brought into action. As the chief perquisite of a 
heroine is her lovers, the fair Julia has a pair of them in her cousin 
Arthur and the lawyer who manages her uncle's case. The lawyer is 
refused because he is not a professedly religious man; the cousin, 
although beloved, is set aside on the ground of consanguinity, and the 
beautiful Julia declares her intention to remain single, and to prove that 
marriage is not " a condition absolutely indispensable for the happiness 
of woman, or for the development of true womanhood." The last para- 
graph of the story, however, hints at a possible sequel, and we are left 
uncertain whether the perseverance of a twelvemonth will be final. 
Doubtless the author will devise some method by which to make the 
lovers happy without rendering them recreant to their principles. 

The conversations and discussions in which the book abounds are 
lighted up with allusions to many topics of general interest. Among 
them are the great commercial crisis, the question of " Woman's 
Eights," the dramatic element of the Bible, and the " garroting " mania, 
which prevailed for a short time in New York. A marked preference 
for English habits in social life appears from time to time. 



5. — La Femme au XIX" Steele. Par Madame Romieu. Deux- 
ieme Edition, augmented. Paris : Amyot. 1859. 12mo. pp. 376. 

Madame Romieu is better known as a writer by the pseudonyme of 
" Marie Sincere." This treatise on " Woman in the Nineteenth Cen- 



